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Notes from the Pastor… 

In the church services this February, we are finishing up the 

Epiphany season with the Transfiguration. 

Again, Epiphany is about the revealing of Jesus’ 

glory, and in the Transfiguration, His glory is 

revealed to Peter, James, and John as Jesus’ 

appearance is changed. 

Then, we have the “Pre-Lent” or “-gesma” Sundays, where the 

overall theme is justification by grace through faith, remembering 

the heart and center of our Christian life. It is a kind of “pause” in 

the festival season as we follow the life of Jesus Christ from his 

birth and manifestation to his death and resurrection, which we 

will be remembering and celebrating in Lent and Easter. 

A few months ago, I mentioned that we will be leading up to the 

500
th

 anniversary celebration of the Reformation with four 

Sundays scattered throughout the church year. The 

first of these was the birth of Martin Luther back in 

November. The second is the Commemoration of 

Martin Luther’s death, which occurred on 

February 18, and we are remembering that on 

Sunday, February 19. 

The last Sunday in Pre-Lent includes the reading from                    

1 Corinthians 13, Paul’s great “love” chapter, where true love is 

defined so clearly. Love, especially the “agape” kind of love, is not 

focused on our feelings or what we can get out of relationships, 

either with God or with other human beings. Love is rather the 
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self-sacrificing that is demonstrated for us in Jesus Christ and 

which we are called upon to live out as we respond to God’s love 

towards us and also as we live that out in service to those around 

us. 

John’s first letter demonstrates this so clearly, especially in the 

fourth chapter. The LifeLight study group has been learning from 

this letter, and as they mentioned, it is hard to improve upon John’s 

simple and straightforward words. Therefore, I will conclude my 

letter to you this month with the words of 1 John 4:7–11 (ESV)  

7 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 

whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 

Anyone 

who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 

In 

this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 

his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
10 

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11 

Beloved, if 

God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

God’s love and grace be with you all this month.  

In Christ Our Lord 

 

Pastor Franck 
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Notes from the Executive Director… 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

As we begin February having survived the 

ice and bitter cold (and the frustration of 

the Packer winning streak) signs 

regarding the arrival of summer are being 

noted and appreciated. We look forward 

to the imminent arrival of the Lenten 

season and the joy that Easter will bring.  

There will be many opportunities to attend services and participate 

in activities during the Lenten season and I would encourage 

everyone to utilize these opportunities to prepare for the joyous 

Easter celebration. It has been a quiet time after the Christmas 

holiday at Mount Olive but we continue to be blessed with 

individuals who continue to serve the Lord in various ways at 

Mount Olive to allow us to continue 

our service and mission and everyone's 

efforts continue to be greatly 

appreciated. 

 Thank you again for the privilege to 

serve you in this capacity. I look 

forward to seeing you at Mount Olive 

and have a safe and blessed February. 

 

Yours in Christ  

Ed Martinson  

 
A  discussion was held at the January Board of 

Elders meeting regarding inclement weather 

and cancelling service(s) at Mount Olive. In the 

event of inclement weather (e.g. Christmas Day 

service) if Mount Olive cancels a service this 

information would be included on the church 

phone answering machine message or on the 

KBJR and the Duluth News Tribune 

websites.  
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From the  

Church Office... 

 

This month is just full of 

interesting days and points 

of interest! We start with 

Ground hog Day, Valentine’s 

Day, President’s Day and all 

the events of the church in 

between.   

There are some events and programs 

happening that are exciting such as: Dessert 

Theatre; The Choice’s Masquerade Ball; The 

Book Club is reading a new book, “The Grand 

Weaver”; a new gospel outreach program -

“Main Street Living North”, and so much more 

you will have to read the newsletter to find out! 

 

Thank you to all the people who got their reports in already!  It 

really helps the process of compiling the Annual Report; I am still 

waiting for reports from some groups (you know who you are!).  

Please send them in to me as 

soon as you are able; the 

deadline for March’s 

Newsletter is February 16
th

.   

Have a wonderful February! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Julie 
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Dessert Theater 

February 11, 2017 

7:00 p. m. 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
 

 

The Dessert Theatre will be February 11th at 7pm! We have had 
so many new people coming to our church that I wanted to tell 
you all a little bit about the Dessert Theatre! Everyone is invited to 
come for a night to eat desserts and have a kind of talent and 
variety show. We will have music, poems, skits and much more! 
This is a free event, and donations will be taken for our youth to 
go to a Lutheran Conference this summer! Even though it is free 
we do need help to put this together! First we need people to 
volunteer to participate in the event. Anything you are willing to 
do would be extremely helpful towards a fun evening: a musical 
piece, a poem, a skit, etc... If you are not interested in being on 
stage we also need help behind the scenes, lending a card table 
for the seating, helping set up, and spreading the word about the 
event are all things that we need help with! If nothing else, please 
just come and enjoy a fun evening with dessert and enjoy the 
event! A big thank you to Thrivent Financial for helping funding 
this event through their Action Teams program! Rachel Franck 
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Circle News: 
The February schedule is as follows: 

 Rebecca Circle is visiting with 
and bringing homemade cookies 
to the residents of Mt. Royal 
Pines III Wednesday, Feb. 22 @ 
2:00 pm.  Please come and enjoy 
the fun; any questions call Judy 
Hoops @ 525-6655. 

 The Lydia Circle will resume 
again beginning in April.  Women of the congregation are 
encouraged and welcome to join any of the groups.  All 
meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated.  
Feel free to call the office for information. 

 The Book Club will meet at Dee’s house; February 7th and 
21st at 7 pm.   

 

 

THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first 

Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection box 

will be next to the exit of the church.  Watch the bulletin monthly 

inserts regarding the distribution of the monies collected.  
 

LWML Mites YTD $114.08 

    Thanks so much for your generous 
support! 

 

 

Have you had a chance to check out the new 

selection of books and DVDs that are in the 

library?  Take a look!  We have a great new 

selection of books for children and adults, 

and a nice new selection of movies.  
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Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

Thank you for your regular support! We spend $300.00 per month, 

and it is completely from the generous donations of our members! 

There is always a need for more funds so please consider setting 

aside a portion for this ministry. Our visitors really do appreciate 

the food available to them here, and the friendly greeting they 

receive from Julie. She gives them a bag to pick out what they 

would like and offers a Bible to newcomers; we have started to see 

new faces among those coming; so this is a great community 

outreach in that way, too. 

To help support the food shelf, your check/cash can be placed in 

the offering plate and marked “food shelf.” If you want to do your 

own shopping, the items we need most are soup, canned fruit, 

canned pasta and meat, peanut butter, jam/jelly, tuna and other 

canned meat, cereal, canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen, 

pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Non-

food items include deodorant, toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, 

lotion and soap. These can be left outside the cabinet in the Upper 

Room. 

Thank you, again, for all your donations, both monetary and food 

items! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);  
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
Total served thru 2016 = 346 (16 Bibles) 
Total served thru January =33 (3 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
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Women’s Book Club 
“The Grand Weaver: How God Shapes 

Us Through the Events of Our Lives” 
By, Ravi Zacharius 

 
 

January 17th:  Chapter 1 

February 7th:   Chapter 2-3 

February 21st:  Chapter 4 

March 7th:   Chapter 5-6 

March 21st:  Chapter 7 

April 4th:   Chapter8 

April 18th:    Wine and Cheese night 

 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month 7PM  

Dee Andersons: 

130 Carlisle Ave. 

 

We’d love to have you - just 

show up or call: 

Dee 213-8992 or Carol 724-3924 
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“Main Street Living North” 
Broadcasts 

A group of laymen and pastors from the North 

Dakota and Minnesota North Districts of the LCMS have been working 

feverishly to bring a new gospel outreach ministry to large portions of 

the two districts! Beginning January 1, 2017 at 10:00 AM, “Main Street 

Living North” began airing a Sunday forenoon program on the Fox 

Television affiliates including KVRR Fargo-Moorhead Channel 15.1, 

KBRR Thief River Falls-Grand Forks Channel 10.1, KJRR Jamestown 

Channel 7.1, KNRR Pembina Channel 12.1, and cable and satellite 

systems carrying these stations. The program features LCMS Pastors 

from the broadcast area leading a 30 minute worship service, preceded 

by a 30 minute children’s program called “Kid’s Crossing”. Each week, 

congregations will receive a brief bulletin article describing the content 

of the current week’s message and children’s program. Television is a 

way to reach people who cannot participate in their own church services 

as well as people who do not attend worship services. We ask you to help 

us build awareness of this new ministry. Although the viewing area of 

this TV program covers approximately the eastern half of North Dakota 

and the western half of northern Minnesota, all programs can be viewed 

by everyone at anytime on www.mainstreetlivingnorth.com. 

The original Main Street Living program has become an important part 

of the ministry throughout South Dakota, serving thousands of shut-ins 

and nursing home residents. It is also an effective outreach to those who 

have not been attending services in their local area. For 15 years God has 

richly blessed this ministry in South Dakota to the point they felt that the 

time is now to expand to the eastern half of North Dakota and western 

half of northern Minnesota. The hope is to be able to expand to all of 

North Dakota and Minnesota in the near future. With God’s will and 

your help it will happen. We solicit your prayers and support for this new 

effort! You can learn more about Main Street Living at 

www.mainstreetliving.com.  
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Mission Sunday is February 19 
Miss Julie McManus 

 
Julie McManus serves the Lord through the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

as GEO (globally engaged in outreach) missionary in Kenya.  In this role, Julie helps 
other missionary families during their time of transition to life in Kenya and when they 
are taking language classes.  She helps with the early childhood-aged children in 
these families and supports the mothers who are taking care of these toddlers.  Julie 

also supports some of the schools sponsored by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK). 

 
Julie was born in Rapid City, S.D.  She was raised in 

Benson, Minn., where her home congregation is St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church.  She earned a bachelor’s degree in early 
childhood education from the University of Wisconsin-
Stout, Menomonie.  Before serving in Kenya, Julie worked 
in various capacities at Lutheran Island Camp and Retreat 
Center, Henning, Minn., for four summers.  She also 
served in Hong Kong (summer 2011) and in Kenya for two 
weeks visiting Project 24 sites (summer 2013).  In her free 

time, she enjoys running, playing the guitar, singing, reading, 
taking adventures and visiting with friends and family. 

Please pray for Julie as she serves in Kenya.  Please 
pray God gives her strength and peace as she moves away 
from her family and transitions to life in Kenya.  Pray for her as 
she learns the Swahili language that she is able to 
communicate more effectively with the Kenyan people.  Ask 
God to continue to bless the missionary families as they settle 
into their new life in Kenya, some with many children.  Ask 
God to help Julie find joy in the simple things while living life overseas.  Pray the 
hearts and minds of the Kenyan people are open and ready to receive the Good 
News of Jesus Christ shared with them through Julie and the other missionaries 
serving there.  Let us give thanks to God Julie is serving His children in this part of the 
world. 

  

 BIRTHDAY:  July 27 

 HOME DISTRICT:  Minnesota North 
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Higher Things 
We have three people signed up for the 

Higher Things Conference in Valparaiso, 
Indiana which will be held on July 25-28, 
2017.  Rates will go up on Jan. 31.  If you 

are interested in attending this conference 
please speak to Pastor Franck.   

                The conference is getting close to being full.  

 

Ash Wednesday is March 1
st

  

It’s time to begin thinking about the 

Wednesday Evening LENT worship 

services! 

 Prior to the worship service various groups or 

individuals have volunteered to host a soup supper beginning at 

5:00 p.m.  The kitchen is fully stocked to aide any family or 

group who would like to host a soup supper! (Supplies range 

from peanut butter/jelly to cheese/crackers.) 

Plan your evening to begin with a delicious soup supper and 

fellowship with members of Mt. Olive before attending the 

worship service at 6:30 p.m.   

There will be a sign up sheet on the Upper room Door. 

The dates to plan for are: 

 

March 1
st
 (Ash Wednesday) 

March 8
th 

 

March 15
th 

 

March 22
nd 

 

March 29
th

   

April 5
th 

April 13
th 

(Maundy Thursday) 
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Thank You’s! 

 

Dear Church Ladies and Tim Jezierski, 

Thank you so much for all the beautiful 

and delicious sweets.  Your kind hearts 

have blessed many!   

The Pat Johnson Family  
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Lutheran Island Updates 

Greetings in Christ!  

Once again it is a winter wonderland here at the 

Island! We are having a beautiful snowfall of 

from 1-9 inches, with wind expected later today. 

That makes for great cross country skiing, tubing, 

broomball, angel making, and lots of other fun 

outdoor activities! Now is the time to schedule 

your confirmation group, youth group or others 

for a trip to the Island and the Ranch. 

Gifts from the end of the year are approaching $80,000. Praise God! This 

helps us clean up some of the end of year bills, covers a good share of 

the cost of new software, and allows us to replenish some of our 

campership funds. This was a nice increase over the $61,000 that we had 

at the end of last year and also represented a nice increase in donors.  We 

thank you and we thank God! 

Our January Quilting Retreat is nearly full.  This will be a great retreat 

for those looking to get away to do some serious quilting. 

This summer we will be introducing a couple of new programs but one 

we are really excited about is our new Ranch Day Camp! It will be 

limited to the first 25 who sign up. Each day the campers will spend most 

of their day at Christ Serve Ranch where they will have time to visit the 

horses, use the challenge course, cook outdoors, help in the garden, fish, 

kayak, hike, and so much more! It is scheduled for July 10-14.  

The Mens’ Retreat is coming up in just a little over a month. Now is the 

time to get your group registered. It should be an excellent retreat. Click 

here for more information. 

There is still time to access your 2016 Thrivent Choice dollars and direct 

them to Lutheran Island Camp. We didn’t do as good a job of 

encouraging you in 2016 and it ended up costing us nearly $6000 from 

what we had in 2015. Let’s blow right on by 2016’s amount and pass the 

2015 total as well. We have a goal of $35,000 in Thrivent Choice dollars. 

If you are not sure if you are eligible or how to access your choice 

dollars please give your financial representative a call or visit with 

Wayne Hilchen on our staff by e-mailing him at 

licdevelopment@islandcamp.org.  

http://islandcamp.org/content_239.php
http://islandcamp.org/content_239.php
mailto:licdevelopment@islandcamp.org
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GET WELL SOON!  

George Mousky, Delores Wendling and Carolyn 

Werkoven, 

 

You have been in our thoughts and prayers! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Our prayers and condolences to the family of Viola Miller who 

passed away on Monday, January 2
nd

.  Services were held at Mt. 

Olive on Friday, January 6
th

.  May God grant His comfort and 

peace to Viola’s family as they mourn their loss. Viola will always 

be fondly remembered for her love of sweets and her sweetness. 

 

Our prayers and condolences to the family of James W. Weaver 

who passed away on Wednesday, January 4
th

.  Services were held 

in Kansas.  May God grant His comfort and peace to Arden and 

Carol and the rest of their family as they mourn their loss. 
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Welcome New Members! 

We welcome new and old members into the family of 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church today! 

Be sure to give them a warm welcome as you greet them! 

For contact information: 

Jim and Phyllis Franck                          Julie Balmer   

(218) 625-8279       (218) 525-2122                         

4004 London Rd #1201                2801 Jefferson Street                                      

Duluth, MN  55804                        Duluth, MN  55812 

 
Jim and Phyllis are Pastor Franck’s 

parents and have moved back to Duluth to 

be near family from Paris, IL; where they 

have lived for ten years.  They are now 

living at Ecumen Lakeshore-The Crest 

Apartments. They have been active in the 

church and we look forward to seeing 

them regularly again.  

 

Julie Balmer comes to us from The River 

church and used to be a neighbor of 

Pastor Franck.  She is an adult foster care 

provider and works from home.  She has 

three grown children and an 11 year old 

Schnauzer named Mildred. We welcome 

Julie to our family. 

 

New members are such a treasure because they enrich our 

congregation and bring new opportunities to grow and fellowship 

in the Word of God! 
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    6 Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 35 years 

  7 Jeff & Holly Suronen, 35 years 

11 George & Norma Mousky, 61 years 

13 Karen & Bryan Brandt, 9 years 

 
 

February Birthdays 

    

   2 Gwen Chambers 

            Steve Linngren  

   3 Brenda Holappa 

    Lois Mertz 

   9 Phyllis Franck 

 10 Mabel Schauland 

            Lisa Shearer 

 11 Jon Farchmin 

 15 Barb Wedward 

 17 Nikki Robbins 

 Kellen Sheedy     

 19 Barb Sheedy 

 21 Pat Johnson 

 22 John Stephenson 

 24 Emery Stepec 

 25  Lilianna Meichsner 

 26 Karen Brandt  

 Ardell Teige 


